
EPC-enabled RFID item level tagging
Right product, right place, right time
A solution fit for the future of fashion retail

The apparel, footwear and accessories market is fuelling a global 
surge in the consumption of passive RFID tags. Researcher 
IDTechEx have found there was a need for 1.12 billion more tags 
in 2014, with global usage now standing at 6.9 billion tags. This 
explosion of growth in the market has seen the cost of tags 
plummet – reducing by 75% over the last ten years. And, the 
retail industry is expected to remain the sweet spot for years to 
come, using a projected 25 billion tags by 2020.

By implementing RFID technology based on GS1’s EPC standard, 
retailers and brands can take advantage of their existing systems 
and processes, leading to a 25% reduction in the time it takes 
to implement RFID tagging at an item level.2

Manufacturer benefits
EPC-enabled RFID tagging helps brand owners 
improve the efficiency of their supply chain, 
increasing their speed to market.

Retailer benefits
Aside from improved fulfilment, EPC-enabled 
RFID adoption is helping retailers to increase 
their bottom lines.

6.9 billion total RFID tags in 2014

25 billion RFID tags in 2020
in apparel, footwear and accessories

Raising inventory 
accuracy
Tracking every piece of 
merchandise, in every retail 
stock location increases 
inventory accuracy from 
an average of 63% to 95%

US retailers RFID-enabled 
departments have 
outperformed controls 
by up to 10% improving 
on-shelf availability from 
70% to 95%4

Reducing cycle 
count time by 96%3

Cutting out-of-stocks 
at retail by up to 50%

RFID is the enabler for a data driven 
personalised in-store experience. Through 

digital enhancements retailers can tailor their 
offering to an individual shopper, increasing 

cross selling opportunities, and boosting 
conversion rates by 40-60%6

The GS1 UK Apparel RFID Community helps you leverage your investment in 
an RFID item level tagging programme. Using EPC standards enables you to 
easily introduce RFID and quickly integrate it with your existing barcode and 
software systems. EPC standards and other GS1 standards pave your way to a 
faster, more cost effective deployment with a shorter ROI and less risk.

To learn more, visit www.gs1uk.org/rfidcommunity 

Seamless efficiency 
in the supply chain
Improving receiving time by 90%

Delivering an 80% improvement 
in shipping/picking accuracy3
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Reducing claims 
and returns

Decreasing 
inspection costs

Reinforcing authenticity/ 
anti-counterfeiting for 

luxury brands

Enabling electronic 
proof of delivery

Raising receiving 
accuracy

Enhancing loss 
prevention 
capabilities

Expanding inventory count rate
 200 items per hour5 20,000+ items per hour5

Boosting item 
availability, retailers 
have seen a sales 
increase between 
2% and 20% – by 
exposing every 
product to the 
maximum number 
of consumers and 
selling it for the 
most profitable price 
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